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November were being completed, American air forces delivered a
series of heavy blows against her cities, communications and
industrial plants, and the American fleet, reinforced by a powerful
British contingent, took a full toll of the shipping on which, as an
island power, her life depended. Her army and air squadrons, still
numerous and intact, could not halt this process of rapid destruc-
tion, and her Government was already putting out tentative peace
feelers in early August, when, the dropping of the first atomic,
bombs of history by the Americans on two of her largest cities,
following on Russia's declaration of war and invasion of Manchuria,
made it clear that only immediate surrender could avert a complete
and irreparable disaster. On the loth Japan followed the example
of her ally, Germany, and capitulated, without conditions. The
Second World War after lasting nearly six years thus ended in an
Allied victory as complete as any history has to show.
The share of British Commonwealth forces in this triumph,
though a subsidiary was yet an essential one, and comprised the
reconquest of Burtna/the invasion of Borneo, and the completion of
the Australian campaigns in New Guinea and the islands north of
it. In September, 1944, the remnants of the Japanese army defeated
in Manipur were falling back across the western frontier of Burma
towards the Chindwin, pursued, despite the great difficulties
caused by the monsoon weather^ by General Slim's Fourteenth
Army. Our IVth Corps advanced on the Imphal-Tiddim -road,
storming strong hill positions en route, the retreat of the enemy
rearguards being hastened by a flank attack down the Kabaw valley
by part of the XXXIIIrd Corps, the main body of which advanced
on the Tamu road. Further north the mixed British, Chinese, and
American forces of which General Sultan had taken over the
command from General Stilwell, and of which the. British 36th
Division now formed part, was moving south from Myitkina in two
columns, one down the Mandalay railway, the other on Bhamo,
to link its operations with those of another Chinese force advancing
to the upper Balween down the old Burma road. Behind General
Sultan's column the Ledo road from Assam was being pushed
steadily ahead.
Under this concentric pressure the Japanese positions in northern
Burma began to dissolve. The IVth Corps occupied Tiddim at
the end of October, linked up with the flanking column of the
XXXIIIrd Corps four weeks later, and reached and surprised the
crossing of the Chindwin at Kalewa in the first week in December ;
from that point the XXXIIIrd Corps took the lead, thrusting
south-eastwards' by Shwebo and making for the Irrawaddy above
Mandalay. The British 36th Division meanwhile had heavy fighting
north of Katha, which it reached in mid-December, and thence
headed for Maymyo, while the Americans and Chinese on its